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gwriting duo Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny Andersson

Artlstlc director gets proper
send off with exhilarating show

THEATRE plan to match. Eventhevideo  trol of tone and dynamics, it’s
= projections h: authentic her winning combination of
Chess VHS fuzziness. modesty and openness that
Festival Theatre, Edinburgh But it's notjust aretro-fest.  makes her a captivating pres-
Qo000 The stakes feel genuinely ence. Even before her duet
highb Barney Wilkin-  with Hayley VerValin's com-
Heroine sonasanimpetuousTrumper, manding Svetlana Sergievsky
Festival Theatre, Edinburgh the blond championinchess- on I Know Him So Well, she
0000 boardwhite,and JamiePritch- - has stolen the show. Remem-
ard as a surly Sergievsky, the  berthename,
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his place as artistic director  to keep his cool under.psy- performance in the Festival
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Andersson with lyricist Tim The standout perform- toldbyWellsinher ownscript
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musical - it seems uncertain  voice, nor her effortiess con-  half-way point, leaving a less
about whose story it’s telling compelling story of therapy
—but its combination of geo- ! andrecovery untillast. Andin
politics and private romance Susan Worsfold's otherwise
engagetheheadandtheheart ONDAISYANNFLETCHER  cleanandfocused production,
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assured asit is ambitious. it's not]ustthepunty edlydrawn offstageto record-
With a raised stage of black  of her voice, norher ed voices makingsuchunnec- ¥
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try that could be straight out toneand dvnamlcs, isaterrible accomplice.” A
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